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These evil spirits wander about in the aerial heaven, consumed with envy when they see the souls of men mount up into the ethereal heaven from which they themselves are for ever banished.1 Hence they endeavour to hinder man's progression by kindling lust in the heart, and stirring up temptations.2 Yet even this evil work they do by God's permission, and in serving their own unjust ends they fulfil His just decrees. In punishing the reprobate and testing the good by temptation so as to increase their merits, they are carrying out the purposes of God and making His will to be done.3
The Devil is the prince of the demons. As originally created,4 he was pre-eminent among all the angels, the first of all the creatures, incomparably great and beautiful and wise.5 He was made naturally good, and capable at once of loving and fearing God; not with the slavish fear which a servant has for his master, but with the "fearless fear" of a loving wife for her husband. From this condition, however, Satan fell through pride. He envied God's greatness, and desired to be great himself, not by participation in God's greatness, but absolutely. But in casting away the free service of God (libera servitus), Satan only gained a liberty which was slavery (captiva libertas). The very absence of restraint became a restraint to him. And, because he was not willing to fear God, he was hardened into a fearless insensibility which subjected him to frightful punishment, which, not fearing, he was unable to avoid. Thus he who might have possessed all things by fearing God, obtained, through his fearlessness, that he should sutler all things.6
The result of his apostasy is that the devil, who was once preeminent among the angels, is now fallen beneath their authority. By them his malice is now restrained; by them at the end of the world he will be let loose for a while to rage as antichrist; and by them, after the judgment, he will be cast into the lowest depth of hell.7 For at the present time the devil
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